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Retransmission Fees, who cares and what the heck does that mean to 

me?  Every three years the Big 4 Networks (ABC, CBS, NBC & FOX) send 

out their agreements to the local cable TV operators with a list of 

requirements that we must comply with, if we want to continue carrying 

their signal on our system.  The two biggest issues are the rate that they 

are going to be charging, and if we can carry an out of market Big 4 station 

on the Comm 1 channel lineup. 

First, I will address the rates and what we are seeing in the agreements.  So far it appears 

that they will be increasing by extremely large percentages.  The negotiations have been 

very long and difficult and are not over as of the day of this printing.  We are still trying to get 

the rates reduced but I can't promise anything.  I would like to remind you that these rates 

are a direct pass through charge. The dollars go from you, to us, and directly on to the 

networks.  That is why we show them as a separate line item on your monthly bill.  We do not 

keep one cent of the retransmission fee.    

The second issue is the duplicate Big 4 stations we carry on the Comm 1 system.  We carry 

both the Des Moines and Rochester stations.  The Federal Communication Commission 

(FCC) gives carriage rights to each of these Big 4 coverage areas.   The Rochester network 

falls into the Hancock County area that we serve and the Des Moines network is in the 

Wright and Kossuth County areas that we serve.   It is likely that we will not be able to 

continue to broadcast all networks to all subscribers.   

The goal of Comm1 is to provide you the subscriber, a high-quality product that you can 

enjoy at a reasonable price.  Unfortunately, it is more than likely that after the first of the 

year the rates for these networks will go up and the channel lineups will be changing.  Once 

the agreements are completed at the end of December the Big 4 channel lineup will be 

adjusted according to the county that you reside in, and the rate that you will be charged will 

change on the February bill.

Let me assure you that we at Comm 1 are not happy with the rate increase either, but 

unfortunately there is nothing that we can do about it.   The FCC has allowed these carriers 

to charge you for what used to be free TV.  We thank you for choosing Comm 1 as your 

preferred Cable TV service provider.  We also appreciate it if you have our Internet and 

Phone service as well.  If you have any questions please feel free to call our office.

Our NEWOur NEW
website iswebsite is

coming soon!coming soon!

Our NEW
website is

coming soon!

From the desk of Randy...



With our Auto Pay option, we will automatically 
withdraw funds from your account on the 5th 
of each month. No more stamps to buy, and 
no more late fees for forgetting to pay your bill!  
All you need to do to get started is stop by our 
office and get your account set up. 
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Easy Super Bowl Dips!
Chili Cheese Dip
Cream cheese + can of chili + shredded cheese 

Method: Using a slow cooker or Dutch Oven, layer the 

three ingredients and warm over medium heat, stirring 

often, while it all melts together.  

Ranch Chicken Dip
Cream cheese + ranch dressing packet + can of chicken

Method: Blend ingredients together in a food processor

 and serve as dip or spread

Wow factor:  Add toasted nuts, blanched sweet peas, or 

edamame. Top with jalapenos, cilantro, and lime

It will soon be harvest season. Please slow down 
and be aware of slow moving equipment.
Wishing everyone a safe harvest season!

With AUTO PAY it is EASY for you 
to pay your bill each month, 
leaving you MORE TIME for the 
things you really ENJOY doing. 

Win an Amazon Echo
We are giving away two Amazon Echo 
smart speakers!

Must be a current or new Auto Pay customer to be 
eligible. Drawing will be held 
January 31, 2018. 

Stop by our office to register, or 
mail in a 3x5 card with your name, 
phone number and address to:

Comm1
PO Box 20
Kanawha, IA 50447

Do you and your family members have smartphones? Is 
your home set up with a Wi-Fi network? If the answer is yes 
to both questions, Comm1 has a suggestion to you. When 
using your smartphone at home, you may want to access 
the internet via your Wi-Fi network rather than use the 
national wireless network of your smartphone provider. 

This strategy has a couple of advantages. A home Wi-Fi 
network typically offers a faster internet connection than 
many national wireless networks. It can also save you 
money , especially if you don’t have an unlimited data plan, 
by eliminating the need to use your smartphones data plan 
while at home. Check with your wireless phone provider to 
verify the details.

Smartphones and
Your Home WiFi Network
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